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- NORFFS PRESIDENT 4 


PERSECUTION 


(VN1O BANISHMENT) 
Againſt ſome of the 


Innocent People 


CALL D 


QUAKERS, 


Meetingin the Name and fear ofthe Lord. 


OR, A 


RELATION 


OF THE 
Proceedings of the Court at the Quarter Seffjons 
holden at the Caſtle in Norwich the 20 day of the 
12. Moneth call d February, 1665. where Francis 
Cory Recorder of the Cicy of Norwich lat for 
Judge with Fobn Crafts Dean of Norwich, with 
other Juſtices of the peace ({o call'd) upon. Heary 
Kattle jun. Edmind Rack, Richard Gockerel, and 
S.,- 16: Elden, call d Quakcrs. | 
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The Norits Preſident of Perſecution, @*c. 


, the Priſoners preſented a Letter to the Grand Inqueſt (be- 
cauſe they underſtood they were to paſs upon them and not to 
bear them perſonally to make their defence) to ſtate the Inno- 

F cency of their cauſe to them. Which was as followeth, 

(808 oe b 
Ie who are Priſoners in the Coftle, who ave ( reproachfully ) call'd Quakers, 
underſtanding that you # the body of the County are to paſs npon ws, ei- 
ther to be our Accaers or Excnſers ; and that our Cauſe muſt paſs _— 
your bands without t3. tnck 15. vm make our defence, Ie tt= 
fire to lay theſe few Conſiderations before you, 

Firft, That the Seſſions lately paſt were ſufficiently known, and that 
our Proſecutors were here; and if they had any thing juſt! y to have 
charg'd upon us they ought co have proceeded then. 

Secondly, That we being Priſoners at Common Law (or a penal 
Statnce) onght if any ching had been charged upon us to have been cri- 
ed forchwith at the next general Selhons and Goal delivery z and chat 
by the ordivary Jury chat ſerved upon other Priſoners; and not ts 
have a particular Seflions and Jyry picked on purpoſe for us ; but if no- 
thing had beencharged upon us, we ought to have enjoyed the benefit 
of the Goal delivery. 

. Thirdly, We have cauſe to believethat our Proſecutors have miſin= 
formed the Court,thereby tu procure an Adjournment, -that (ſo either 
they might-bring (ome new evidence, or procure ſome other to joyne 
with them that ſotheir evidence might appear more ſpecious. 

Foxrtbly, Wedefire you totake notice that the Records for the firſt 
and ſecond Conviftions {fo call'd) were not made in Parchment, and 
ſo no Records ih Law. And thoſe Writings that were made were not 
made under Seal (as we remember) and ſo no evidence or conviction in 
Law: And if any other then fuch ſhall be preſented ro you wedelre 

£0 require proof of them. 

Fifthly, Arthe fecond Conviltion(lo call'd) we conceivethere were 
nota ſufficient mmber of perſons to bring us under the A, although 
an exerciſe in Religion had been proved againft us in other manner then 
is allowed by the Licurgy, or praftice of the Church of England. 

| A 2 Sixthly, 
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”. Sixtbly,Wedefire you to cond LN third Provizoin the AR;which 
faith, that no perſons ſhall be puniſhed for any offence againſt this Alt, unleſs 
ſuch offenders-be proſecuted for the ſame within three Mpneths after the offence 
committed.” And Were being above chree Monechs pafled fince we were 
charged and committed as offenders, whether we be not to be diſchar- 
ged by the ſaid -Provizo inthe AQ'; For it doth not ſay youllialthe 
proſecuting ſuch offenders within three Moneths but chat ſuch offers 
ders (ball be proſecuted within three Moneths,or elſe rot-to be puniſhes 
ed for any offence againſt this A, .. . ZI 

Seventhly, We deſire you carefully to examine ſuch Witneſſes as ſhall 
be brought in againſt us to-prove- what Religious: Worſhip they (ee us 
1a the exerciſe of ?: and whether it were contrary.to what the Liturgy 
of the Church of England doth-allow of :: For the- Law is not againſt 
meeting to worſhip Godaceotding to the Liturgy.;. (which ſaith)(See- 
Communiun upon the Feaſt of- Trinity. ſo. calPd). Is is very meet, right, 
arid vie bounden duty that we ſhould at all times and in all places Derfons 
duty to God. But againftſiich, as (ander pretence to-meet. to worſhip )- 
contiive Infſurreftions as Jate experience had ſhewed; Which cannever- 
be proved againſtius. | ; $46; 1 | 3 

Theſe things we defire to-lay:before you, not with any defire-or in» 
tent todivert-you. from juſtice.and equity , -but-that you may inſome- 
meaſiure underſtand. the innocency: of: our Cauſe; and where the Law 
provide» for our Acquital you-might not- be our. accuſers,: butthat 
whtice aud equity may run in its right.chage), and judgment-and-loving 
kind»el> and Righteouſne(s may beexerciſed by you, in which the Lord; 
doth.delight, and ſo the Bleilmg of the Lord may be. upon you; Which 
1 the cle ct us who ſcek the: good of all Men, 
Edmund Rack, ; Henry Kittle Junior, 
Richard Cockgrele, g _ C0 Robert Elden, 


I C_ —_— — 


A. Relation of the Procerdings of the Conrt, &e; 


” Hs Court bejng ſet the-Priſoners. were call'd. to the Bar. .The- 
F Clerk read the Inditement, the (ut ſtance of, which was for being 
xt a1) u0/awful Meeting under colour and pretence of. exerciſe in Religi- 
gn, contrary.tothe Liturgy of, the Church of England with force and 
31 Mes contrary to the peace of our Soveraign Lord the Kmg,his Crorya 
ws Dignity, and againſt the Statute in that caſe made and heouge, , 

1 Cler 


. C08} 
;  Clerk,! What ſay you, Guilty or ley IN 467 7 | 
. , Priſoner, I,defire tobe heard a few words. | * 
| udge. Tow muſt firſt plead. MIRO I ( 

riſ. 1 defireto be heard; 1 ſtand here as a Ariſoger, and not barely 
25 a Priſoner, but as a free born Engliſhman, and conceive I have right to 
all che Privileges of the Law of Englang which have atendec care of the - 
life of Man, and alſo their liberty, Now 1 conceive wethave had very 
hard meaſure that we have been Priſoners almoſtfour Moneths, and che 
Seſſions paſt.over and we not.call'd. - I defire toknow what was the rea- 
ſon that.the Selltzans paſt over and we not call'd aswell as other Priſcuecs? 
Judge. Tow muſt plead. Pri/.;-1 defice to know a piece of a 
Reaſon why we might not.enjoy, the. benefit of the Goal delivery as 
othee Priſoners did ? Clerk. The. Court 3s not. bound to give you a 
Reaſon. Judge. Toumuſt pleas (the Queſtion is but ſhort ) Guilty: 
or not Guilty ?. - Prl...l delize ta know, why we were nat tryed the 
laſt Seſſions 2 - Judge It is the ſame Seffions,, will you pltad# 

Priſ. But I deſire ſome. information about the Inditement that I may- 
know what lam to plead to. . What, do you mean by the Liturgy of the, 
Church of England, for 1 underſtand L. am indited for. an exerciſe not- 
allowed: by, the” Liturgy? ; | | 

The Dean. By the Litwergie #« meant. the Commun Prayer »Book with ite- 

KIEenances, Priſ, Doth not. che, Common Prayerallow of that: 
which ic layeth down as a duty ?. And which ic ſeems to pray for ? 

The Dean. Tht Common Prayer doth;not all1w. People to Worſhip God bnt : 
by it, ' Judge. Tou-know the Penalty, will you plead or nat # 

Priſ. I defireto beheard for my,I18farmation..” 

Judge: When you have pleaded you ſhall be beard. 

_ Priſ.. Well then, Lam. content to plead : | am not guilty of this{n«- 
ditement as it is laid down in matterand form. 

Another Prif, 1am noe guilty of the breach of any juſt Law, 

A Juſtice toa Priſoner, , T believe y,u will not tell 2 lie will you ? 

Priſ. I did not comehither for that purpoſe. 

Juſtice. Did you not wiljally meet in oppoſition to this Law ? 

Priſ.. I never.met in oppofition to the Law, neither | believe did I? 
do any thing juſtly to bring me withia compals of the Law, 

Then the Juſtice ſat down and ſaid no more to the Priſoner. 

Priſ; 1 defire to have ſome words with Fohn Crofts (who was ther 
Dean) concerning the Liturgy what it allowes of ? 

Judge. The ns cannet wait wpon you. L 
A 3 Prifite 


81 


"1 08 (4) 576 
"Prif." F. Cory didft thou hot promile methat when pleaded I ſhoald 
. be heard?haſt thou ſo ſoon forgotthy promile,isthy memory (o ſhallow? 
| Judge. Well, well, you are very ſancy. , | 
Ani why no: © Dean, 1 Cd wlingt ingly bave ſome conference with you 
fubliquely.>  Sar-privately; * 
- Priſ. With all my heart. Another Priſoner (aid we have been here 
moſt 16. weeks and'none of you would come atius, and you could not 
thooſebnt be ſenlible we were here. 
Clerk. Yow ave to come 4pon your vrial inthe Aftermon , therefore pre- 
pare for your trial, The Court adjourn'd till ewo of the Clock. . 
About fonr of the- Clock the Court (at, and the Priſoners were 
calFd co the Bar, and the Fury call'd to be ſworn, 
Priſ. Let the Jury come tothe Bar that we may (ce them , and they 
fee ns.\.'' © Clerk. . The Fury is well enongh. 
-Priſ.: But we cannot know them from the people, neither can they 
. well hear 11s, they ftand {> throng*d among the people ; let us have 
the privilege that Thieves and Murtherers have, to have the fury come 
: £0 the Bar , that God and Man may hear and ſee their Judgment, 
- whether it be juſt and equa! ornot. | 
NO. Judge. Tow muſt not pen Rales to the Conrt, 
(e) We may-ſe Ins «Clerk, Tow wrevery bold. (a) *- 
| chis Age - a '*  TheTJury was (Worn, aad the Clerk began to read 
(5) Whar Joftice if Thatls none of onr (5) Indicement 
| could be expeſted © Clerk. I) i your Inditement. | 
chongs ""n Ingire- * Priſ.” Brit it is not the (ame that we pleaded to in 
ment againſt Pr{.n- the Forenoon. Sou 
erp --— © Judge. Hmm do you know that it is notthe Indite. 
ment ? 
(e)5y thfe reaſons pri; 1 ſee it,and know it's wot the ſame 3; (e ) It's 
colour cfthe Parche Pot the ſame Parckment, weare abuſed : Jurymen, 
ment the 1ſt. lndire- take notice the Inditement is altered, 
' ment being a courſe Jud . 'Þrec your Inditement, ; 
| ute rh _ - Prif* Let it be proved, was ever he like ſeen that 
the Writing yrs. we ſhould have our Indirement akered after we have 
obliterated; & the 2, Pleaded ; Is this Law ? 
Inditemence was 2 
clear Parchment ard a fair hand wriving wi hour oblizeretions or rac: ings, andlon- 
ger by 2. or z. fingers breadth incur apercheafier'z 2ly. the diy of the Conviſtion 
-was ater d for ihe & | Inditemenr, ran the 28, of Feb, and the ſecond was dated the 
22, of February. Judge. 
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edge, Ga bne. SotheClenl LES Indieement; 
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Clerk. Do you defire to have the Records read ? 


Priſ, Yes by 


Knefſes ſworn. 
Wneſr. Yes, 


wo 


Records are ſealed aow. 

Priſ. I defire the Gourt to agk 
the Wicnefs when theſe Recards 
were ſealed. 

| ore, pr matter if they were 
Sealed bu yefterdey 


Then one of the Witneſs reply- 
ed, I faw Mr, Kendle ſeat themron 


Friday haſt. 


all meanes, and proved. Part of the Records were 
rea$(and the Clerkſzid, there is enough read to (erve your turns) and 
Judge to the Witneſs, Did you ſee the Records 

z Priſ. When ? 
But the Clerk anſwered, theCourt takes no (4) notice of that the 


The Witneſs filent. 


(d) The Court rakes no.notice of rhag 
Which makes tor the benefi: of the Pri- 
ſoner,what mann -r of Councel will they 
be then for the Priſoner ? for they will 
ſay fometime ro Priſoners we are to be 
your Councel ; as we knowehey ſhould 
according t} Law, if they cpu'd keep to 
the Law, and inform the Priſoncr wh as 
ms keg for h.s ben. fits | 


The Prifoner preſtic upon the other Witneſs to know when he faw 


them fealed 5; but he would -noe 
ſpeak at all coir. (e) 


(c) Bur Wicnels ſhould: reffific rhe 
ce truck, 


Cleck rothe Jury, Ton fee we have proved the. two firft Conviſtions. 


Aow to the Thi 


Priſ. They are not proved yer. 


The Wieneſs.call'd and Fworn to prove the third Conviftion. Capt. 
Morris Shelton gave in evidence that he received. a Letter from bis 


Conzen' 
Ailverfton, And: fo he came accor- 
ing to his duty, and found about 
14. in the Houſe, atting to- 
getherin a «pris gear bue 
neither faw them do. any thing, 
nor heard chem ſay any thing.(f) 
The other Witneſs ſaid 
erat os 
thing, nor ſee them do any thing. 
Judge. Wherefore: came you thi- 
ther } what was your intents ? 
Priſ.” Askthe Witneſs, &ce. . 
e. Cam they toll: your intent. 
4... Ask thera, try 1 care. 
I'may., Another. Wicoefs 
$ Tho, Fright, one of the (g,) Juſtices 


Wright chat there was an unlaveful Aﬀdembly at Edw, Rack's of | 


(/) © fad, what a lamentableage: we 
Ivcingttata Judge ſhauld paſk ſentence 
upon men to be baniſh for 7. years out 
of cheir Native Land for nextbe: fayirg -- 


any thing, ncr'doing any thing. 
was nog/within-in-che, Room bus. looked -- 
and (awi thiem fitthere ,, þut neither heard chem lay.any - 


by 


, & 4 

(7) Isihis l-gal. proceedings that one 
of Ny Juſtices thar jo in the Gptir ſold * 
be a W.tncfs zpainft the Prifontrs > and 
docs the Lew iniovd @ 3aMo-> for thame 
le©nos theſc proc: edings da favkesed ups | 
oa the Law of £34 land. | 
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(ſoeall'd) chat atin'the Court, and gave ins paper call'd our Exathi- 

* And, what is, that all the Evidence a "which Bidweddnfeſt we * 
you have ageinft them ro Baniſh them 9,  METinnbename and fear of the Ld, 
yearz'out of their Native Land t6/ being ©” Prif. That is none of 'my Exa« 
_—_ the Name and fear of —__ ' thination, -» e111 
$ £15 Decome 'a crime in our Erghſh i Judge. The Juſtice bave ſmornit, 
Nar'0n ? O bor rabl a wu APE 
Nor 0n > Oe tale ie og EwpA.oabar's enough. + _ + 


ſhould te related ; for (home. let por Priſ. Then he have donemethe: 


thcle things'be told in dth'r Nations, more wrong 'for1naevet yielded 
And let:hcie be warnings t:ken by che to an Examination ,/ but alwayes 
Judges and Juices nor to pe Gift avy ſene chem to the Witneſſes : And 
more, in bringing the gu lr of thus ſad- . « Ms 
ly opprefſing the Lnnoecnt upon them, If any Other faid fozit ought not to 
and cuc #ng of Nation'z & r byfach un- be put npon mythead. (If chat bes 
juſt proceedings will it te brovght ines Crime) Is Rob. Kedingtrons hand to 
mere mf Ty, "4 fhonour, and a reproath jy + Clerk;Yes; . _\. + | 
ang emer Meche, Priſ, Then chey have done me 
the. more wrong. - Judgeto the Jury, ' You ſee the whole matter of the 
Inditementis proved. Judge to the Priſoners, What can you Jay for your: 
ſelves ? Priſoner to the Furymen. (3% T4 
' ſtand here indiced for a threefold Crime; fi: ſt as being twice Con- 
victed for being at an unlawtul-Afſembly at times mencioned iu the {n- 
diteteat;. and then after ſuch Conviftions being at a-third unlawful 
Aſſembly mentioned.in the Inditement. Now I would 'defire you ſeri- 
ouſly toconſfider.che buſineſs; aud firſt of theft, themattericharged) 
againſt me was upon the 31. of Fan, whicltis more then'a year -agn, the 
evidence is theRecord; tow one of the Witneſs have ſworn poſutively, 
that he aww che Record ſealed laſt Friday, (as hecalls it) now if 1 had 
committed an offence a year ago , yer I was not Convicted in Law. cull 
laſt Friday : look upon the AR, Which Records ſo madeſpall:be a Convilli- 
on in Law: So as I could not in Law be guilty of a:firit, offence tilbdone: 
" victed and not convidtedillthe Records were ſealed, for theRecords 
ire rhe Gonviftion, andifc Cohviftiontill ſealed: For. the Words: of. 
the AQ are,to make a Record of ſuch an a ence under their hands and feals,. 
And1 ath ior indited here for being at-an ualawful > Aſſembly bur for be- 
ing convicted for being at 42. unjawful Aﬀemblys. NowJunymen take: 
notice:thatithe matter charged.inghe Inditemenrdiffer trom>-ybe proof 
more thiers whole year : A:groſumiſtakezis itpollible:that: then ſhoyld 
ſo grofly miſtakeas to chargeus withan 'offence;' and fail in cheIr proof 
more thena whole year , ſo as I cannot polliblyan.Law!be found guilty” 
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of this fir offence 
6f Conſcience, _ . | | 
Now as to the ſecond offence need not ſay much ; I cannot commit 
z ſecond offence till 1 be convifted 'of a fuſt, which according to the 
| evideace was not till Friday laſt ; Now we having been in Priſoa almoRt 
| four Monerhs, how could I poſlibly commit a ſecond or third offeace 
when convi&ed bur laſt Friday(ſo call*d Yfor a firſt,conlider it Jurymen. 
The Words of the Statute being that if Jarch Offender ſo convidted as 2- 
foreſaid (hall it any time again commit the like offence. So as it is plaia to 
every imatii that will but uſe a grain of underſtanding, that we cannot be 
Fury of a ſecond offence till cogvited of a firſt. Thus you ee plainly 
U 


—_= 4 Y 1h. 
by this det if you regard either Law, Equity, 


rymen this firſt part of the Inditemear daſh, it is gone, yea it is quice 
lown away in Law. But now leaſt you ſhould ſtumble at the chird, 
apon-which the Court ſeeras to lay the greatelt ſtreſs, becauſe chere is 
Wieneſs (Vive voce) which ſcems to teſtife Tomething. I (hall ſpeak 
ſomething as to that, aud to this end I defire you to contider the AR, 
and firftof the Ticle, 4n AG to prevent Sediticas Conventicles, Here you 
ſee the Aft is not topreveat all Meetings but Sediticus Meetings, now 
what Sedition'is,l leave it to the Court to detine,to whom'it duth be- 
| long, Thete might be ſomerhing ſpoken co the Preamble,bur 1 paſs by 
thac and come to'the At, Be it enadted that if any perſon being a Subjett of 
thirRealm ſhall be preſent gt any Aſſembly, Conventicle, or Meeting, & ec. 
Here you ſeeJuryrtien to whom the Att extends, it is toevery one iadi- 
finately, as well oe as another, if chey be SubjeAts of che Realm; yea 
'& it reacherh fromthe Prince that fiteth next ro'the Throne co the Beg- 
| par char ſeteth upon the Moulehill. I ſpeak this to take off that braiti- 
eſs opinion that have poſſeſſed the heads of Thouſands that there is at 
AQ made agaitift che Seftaries, or (uch like, when a> the Law reacheth 
to all alike, if they do. any thing that comes under it; yea, you your 
ſelves orthe Court are as much coucerned in the A as we, it you du 
any thing that comes under it. Now it is to beconlidered what a man 
muſt or may do tobring him under the A, for this look upon the 
Statute, Be it endtted, &c, that if any perſon, &c. ſhall be preſent at any 
Aſſembly, &c. under colour or pretence of any Exerciſe of Religion in other 
nanner then is allowed by the Liturgie, &c. Here Jurymes you may ſee 
| the Fat that can be a Tranſgreſſion of che Law which is to be preſent ac 
'» Meeting under a pretence of ſome Exerciſe in Religion, in 
other manner then is allowed by the;Liturgy, &c. 
- Now Jury you ſee the Stre(s of the Matter lyeth hefe, in 
the Orercile, * B Þ The 
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* tkrrethe Court Rood up 2z inn ap! 0are, calling 0 9 Jury ro gaforthy As 
apfearing,loath the P:iſorers Rational Plea ould take place in them, | 


" The AQ nt agaioft Meetings barely as Meetings, for that mankdhe | 
a Redicaluih Capit, that riieti could not be together but chey muff be 
Traiiſgrefſors, for you your Telyes which pals upon us today, If you 
have an envious Neighbour or great Man that can but ſpie out fix or a 
douten of you together, may cothe your felyes upon trial for your Lis 
herty : if being rogether barely be a Tranſgreſſion; bur ic is plain by 
the Letter of the Law thar it 15 the Exerciſe, or pretence of Exerciſe, 
that is the Tranfgrefſion,; ſo as if there be no particular Exerciſe pro= 
ved againſt ys, (as hereis not) ye ought not to find us guiley for, forit | 
is a common Maxime aniongLaw men, that General in Law fignifie wa- 
thing, but it muſt be the particular fatter. As if a man wereiadited, 
for Treaſon, if the Witneſs come to prove Treaſon in general, and can- 
not prove the particular matter, be ie words or otherwiſe; what ury, 
could poflible be fo bor asto «1 Ki man gt ? And - likewiſe of 
"46: da mn. F EMny, and 10211. not We ve as much benckt as 
Fs ja one: Traytors and Fellons, and Murtherers ? * | 
trow pleading fur= Judge tothe Jury, Tor ſee the whole Matter of tbe 
the. by the Ordering Inditement is proved, they bave confeſt-it wpon Examins- 
che Jury t6 go for Hh, tian, and I have askt them ſeveral times what 

they bave there ? and they will not anſwer ; the Law intends them guilty in 
aſmuch as thcy were found togeiber, and will not give 4 reaſon. wherefore they 
were met. So they preſt upouthe Jury to, go forth. The Foreman.of 
the Jury call'd tor the Examination and looked upon it, and return'd it | 
to the Court again, : 

Priſ. Jurymen hear me, I havea great deal more to offer z what will | 
you not hear me, have ſomething to offer concerning the Examination: 
was there ever (ſuch a Jury as will not hear me; Hear the other Priſoners 
what they have to ſay in their defence, they have not (ſpoken yet. 

The other Priſoners, Hear us, what will you go upon us and not hear 
ns ſpeak ? Priſ, Wellif you will not hear us, the Lord judge | 
between yuu and.us ; and remember the eye of the Lord is upon you, 
and ſeeth the intent of yourhearts , and if you paſs upon us thus and 
condemn us, the Lord God will affuredly requireit at your hands, 

The Jarymen wear forth, andina little time returaed, 

Clerk, Ate you all agreed of your Verdict ? 

Fury, All but. one Man, 

' Judge. Fhy do not he agree * 


Furyx 


EE os”, (9) 
"Fury, He defires to give his NE 2, to the Court, 
udge. No, no, Jeb Ob ahpos | 
tdge. Swear them another ABailiffe, and let them be ſhut ap, aud bave 
bevy ment, drink, fire nor Candle till they be agreed. 

Some in the Court ſaid to the Priſoners (when the Jury was gone 
- out?) why did you not anſwer wherefore you were met,he have askt you 

ſeveral times, and you will not anſwer ? 

Prif. T1 was not aware of his Asking meſo often,if I had I ſhould have 
given him an anſwer; I can givehiman Anſwer yet if he wHl hear me. 

--  Tudge. Well, whit i it ? . 

Priſ, We are Chtiftian men, and the Lord hath begotten us itito one 
life, and we love one another, and d&fire often to be togecher, thaz 
all Men may know and (ce that we love one another, 

The Jury went forth again, and ſ60h1 after the Court ſent-after them 
to haſten them to agree; and ſhortly the Jury return'd again and 
brought them in all Guilty. | 

Prsſ. Whar of the whole Indicement ? 

Clerk. Tes, yer, of the whole, 

The Prifoners were return'd to Prifon again, and about half an hour 
after were commanded againto the Bar, 

Prsſ.- AH Heneurand Glory be given to the Lord. - 

Jucge beginning a long Oration of the Mercyfulneſs of the Law. 

riſ, The Law of Godisa Mercyfal Law, 

(le was in another Priſoners heart to fay) but che Executioners of 
the Law are very unmercyful. 

And when the Priloners, perceived the Judge crept iunto.ſentegce, 
oneccied, hold,hold, I have ſomething cg offer before Senteace be paſt, 
as to arreſt of Judgment, but the Indge went on, Then the Priſoners 
cried again, 'hold, hold, if you will not hear me, take my Exceptions 
and read het, and o held his Paper forth; but the Judge went on 
ahd pafſed Senrence,that they ſhonldlbe exrricd from this pl ave to Barmoiith, 
ad from thente ty be Tranfported tothe Barbados for ſevertyears, Then one 
of che Prifoners ſaid, But where (hallthe Lyer and the Drunkard go ? 
And when he had paſſed Sentence askt a Priſoner, ſaying, Come what 
beve you nowp to prefer. | | 

Priſ. 1 had ſomething tooffer before Sentenceeyas paſt, as tg arreſt 


in Judgment, butthou wents onand would not hear, 
ha Nos birtetang ary is paſt, , ty 

-" Pr. Feed before, and offered my Exceptions; but thou woyld 
not fey. B-3 Judges 


TL 


ns Judge. Let us. hear whit #hey are ? | 
- * Priſ. Firſt, that the ewo firſt Offences were not Recorded under the- 


(10) 


Hinds and Sealsof the two Juſtices of Peace befare the 2gtb. of Ofober 
| Taft, thetime mentioned-in'the indirement for the third offence, but 
lance this preſence Sellions, namely upon Friday laſt, ſothat the perſons 

mans, did not. ſtand convifted of the two firſt offences urged againſt 
them at thetime limited for the laſt offence. 

Secondly; [That the Inditement upon which they went.was not: the 
ſame to. which the Priſoners did plead.. - , x 

Thirdly,That the Priſoners ought not tobe puniſhed for any offence 
againtthe late At becauſeabove three Monethe are paſled. 

Judge, But you, were. committed. preſently in. order to your Proſe» 
cut10n, ; hs” p | 
in: Rrijaner,, Bus, we were: -to. haye been. Profecuted ,, and not 
Profecutzng.*,., 10 2613 yi3:&g) hos £5517 

Clerk. Toxr Commitmerit was your Proſecution. | 

Pri. That could not be by the Judges own words, for heſaid; we 
were commitced in order to Proſecution; and.1f, in order to Profecuti- 
93. theg ie could not. be the Proſecution irs (elk... 


Ls 
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A POSTSCRIPT. 


"A $46 the Contrrioppeetedings-agdinſtthe 'Priſancrs ,” The unrea- 
A ' {{hableneſs and wnjuſtniſ; ther:of, 15 fo apparent and will ſo 
plainly appar to.every indifferent and impartial Reader, that little 
need be pirapbraſed upon it, 10 manifeſt that ſpirit of envy and perſe. 
cation which thas, rigeroufly, and cruelly ſhewed it ſelf, againſt inno- 
cem:Berſons; exe4 t0 baniſh. or: ſeparate therws. from their Nativug 
Countries and Relations. We never yet knew any Lam extant or. in 
being, that Mev ſhonld be reckoned ſncl-deep'Off tnaers, for meeting 


rerther in a C91 Wren ſpirit z ſingly and ſprritsally to wait pon and 


wo! ſ1p God, as the jhtent of our Meeting 18. 


*% £,4 4% 


Ard where the evidence was,. thai rhey mere nekher [ping wr 


drjng any thing ; and yet for this, thus ſeverely.to be ſentenced by the 
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Fnage, 


© whichthe Scriptures own (which was before the Liturgie was) is al. 


q make the Common» Prayer allow of nd Wor fbp but by it ſelf which, 


: Cx) 919+" 
Zdge, whoſe prejudice and enmity againſt diver; of our Friends. in 
Jades, whoſe Gy of them has ſo much pork that lietle 
better thin what he has aone againſt 1he Priſancrs could be expetted ;. 
nor yet from the Deane who is ſo aveply concerned with his Brethere, 
en of the Clergie, who make uſe of the Anette 45 their ſervants, 

16 rerrifie and compel! People to come under their war ſhip and Cere- 
mranics,' and to worſbip. by. their Litargie ; but many are gathered 
out from them by the Power of the Lord God; aud come to worſhip 
ard ſerue bm in the vewneſs of the ſpirit, and the ſpivit of Prayt 
and Swpplication being poured forth, wherein the People of God pray 
10 him, and which Spir1t ſometime intercedes with fights and groe's 
whiche.amnot be uttered, ſu this is not. to be limited to an impoſed 
form of prayer, ngr 40 1aens wills, who in Anti-Chriſts ſyirit go 4- 
bout to hinder and limit the ſpirit of truth,” and to keep the Creature 
from the f- eedome of it, as the Deane in his aſſerting that the 

Common Prayer docs not al'ow People ro worſhip but by it x 


= which is a very ſtrange and unreaſonable diffrine, and appeares buth 
© contrary 19 the Comman-Prayer=Book, and the Prieſt: prattiſe 5 for- 
S the Common” Prayer- Book, or allowance of the Liturgie extents 
* further then the Eiſhops aud Deans allowance, for that it allows of 
71 the Scriptures, and that they are written for our Learning, (and ſo 


are to be prattiſed and fulfilled by ws ) and of the Worſhip of God, at 
all rimes, and in all pl:ces, and therefore they had need to confie 
dex their -Liturgie a little better, .aud peruſe the ſeyeral Collcs - 
«4d Epiſtles in it, and ſee how the Scriptures is both allowed of and 
made uſe of therein, and conſequently how that way and worſhip 


lowed of by the Liturgie, which how the Dcans A ſſertion and the F 
Liturgte herein ſhould harg together, does not appear whiles be would -. ,% 


alſo dges contraditt and diſallow of his own Generation the Priefts** 
when they uſe a long Prayer before Sermon, which « not expreſt in 
the Common Prayer- Bock ,, and beſides divers particular occafjons 


B.3, of / 
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_ are &ivers in the manner and form of the. 


, ut | to the ty and 
ignorance of” þe Dean's Hon, -b ts wad 9 
the spirit of Truth, and the Worſbip of God therein. for which 


. mpany. w a thidoy Mife We maſt mnt be tyed to their allwance 


tg 10 Cod many timer do anFhove fallen ond, which are wht 

ore Commoy-Pr ajty ; 4s alſo # doth not follow that the 
*Priyer 

by its df becauſe mot in its own expre 

whey very View is, Hoos a 1s one of andther, becauſe 


Fy 


: 


* Much witebt be (ald in this parti 


in Worſhip, who by their wayes and proceedings againſt the Innocems 


i have 4s much as in them lies, orpoſed, limited and withſlond the 


Spirtt and Truth of God; "which will outlive ali their enmity ant 


, eruelty againſt ihe Rightrowe. 


' Here followeth a Letter ſent to the Judges of the AMizes 
holden at Thetfard, from the Priſoners aforeſaid, toſpread be= 
fore them the illegal Proceedings agaiaft chetn'z ſothat Ignors' 
ance of Injuſtice cannot be pleaded, | 


owes 'of all manuer of worſfhiping rhat &@ not 
for wm, for diver flecef things 
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1 » To the Judges of the Alliies, 


””" Theſe in humility preſent; 

4x whale Names dre here ahder written; who lay under x feti. 
Y. tance of cranſportativn ;/ finding titr ſelves grieved'by the pt 
ings of the Selliong holdenat the Caftſe in Nwrwich,which werhink 
hot reaſonable nor Legall. And not knowing the Law how wee 


n: us'without refief 
jocale there beerror, in jad tient, defire in turmi 


ze&tsthat are oppreſſed, as to miniffer judyrtient. 
RE Tha we Were indicted in the firſt part of the inditementfor 


Thirdly, That wee have great cauſe to ſufpe&t that the Jurys or 
on pur - 
ofe. 

Fourthly, That the Jury was commanded from the Bar before wee - 
had made our defence; and we wete hindred from our juſt (though . 
plain) plea: And ſome of us not ſuffered to ſpeak. at..all in our de-+ 
fence. 

Fifthly, That the Records produced to prove the firſt and ſecond | 
convictions (fo ca!'d) were not made by the Juſtices of Peace, but by 
"the Clark of the Peace or fome other, by the procurement of Thomas - 
Wright our proſecutour;. and ſent tothe Juſtices to ſeal but a week be-.. 
fore the Sellions, 

Sixthly, That Thomas Wright was both our Accuſer, Witnels a . 
gainſt us, and one of the Judges upon the Bench, and alſo helpe ny = 

Clark ko 


| "Uk to cunt rat tn, which we chink 1 
Seventy als iogapbed ar got 
en 
proviſo in Ned wee were not proſecuted within three moneths. 
Theſe things we deſired " y before,yolr iq ts 
ere obeſe jury you 


gus to; doe, ., 

Arrow cher ems ua 4 Re 6 
us any relief z we defire the Benefit ut if not, chen , 
yield our bodies co the parloair- 17h 77, ence, and r ape 
ſoners of hope). to the rock of our Salvation ; where the 

Planted us,.there © repoſe our (elves, unti{ the Lord Linnkow 

our cauſe, and brin ys +4264" aa iabcig Li hae bary 
ouſneſs as the light chat | ani 


From Norwich Caſtle 
_ alter 12th wonteth 1 G65. 


